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On behalf of the Board of Directors, volunteers, staff, and students, we 
are consumed with gratitude and appreciation for a year that brought 
a season of growth, expansions, and visibility.  In B.E.S.T, we envision a 
world where no matter what background you come from and no matter 
where a student is on their academic journey, a health career and the 
preparation it takes should be accessible to them at the highest level.

In 2022, we saw the impact more than ever before:

• We served more than 300 students – the largest ever in the B.E.S.T. 
organization in one year

• We had our most significant number of students matriculating into 
medical school (6)

• We saw an 18-point increase in the science scores of our 5th graders at 
Dunbar Elementary Magnet School

Our partnership with the 7th largest school system in the U.S., Hillsborough 
County School District, has contributed to our success in a huge way. 
We want to capitalize on the framework we have created to bring these 
concepts to other districts locally and nationally. We established a medical 
clinic birthed out of our Social Determinants program, serving East and 
West Tampa citizens.  We also received grants from the state and local 
medical entities, including two of our local professional sports teams. 
AARP has been instrumental in supporting us as we expand our mission. 
We look forward to building and growing our capacity to reach more 
students who aspire to become medical professionals.

As we continue to shape the lives of the next generation of medical and 
healthcare professionals, B.E.S.T. is uniquely qualified to take students 
from elementary to middle to high school and then onto the college of 
their choice to realize their goal of becoming a healthcare professional.  
Imagine the impact we can have in the lives of our students, families, and 
communities. Your commitment, partnership, and resources will help us to 
accomplish our mission in 2023 and beyond.

Thank you for joining us on this journey!

GREETINGS!
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Educate with a focus on under-
represented and disadvantaged 

youth to address the national 
shortage of healthcare professionals 

that will impact underserved 
communities.

OUR MISSION

To be a premier pathway program 
that develops and equips our 

youth aspiring to become 
future health professionals that 

will positively impact health 
inequalities around the world.

OUR VISION
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2022

300+
students served over 

the year across B.E.S.T. 
programs

6
students matriculating 

into medical school

18
point increase in the science 
scores of our 5th graders at 
Dunbar Elementary Magnet 

School

30+
students at Sligh Middle 

High School participated in 
the Surgical and Memory 

Club

4
scholars referred to 

Moffitt Cancer Center 
paid on-the-job training 

for CNA’s

8+
students experienced 

mentorship from Moffitt’s 
minority physicians and 

scientist



Holistically preparing students for careers as future 
medical professionals.
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January 23, 2023, 9:15 AM
Dunbar Elementary Magnet School

White Coat Ceremony

Date TBD

Medical Simulation Experience at 
Tampa Bay Tech

Connect with us by visiting clicking here.

Student Development and Support - 
Get Connected through Bridge

Upcoming Activities/Events
• Open Enrollment for the B.E.S.T. Summer Academy -

January 2023
• White Party - April 2023
• Diamonds in the Rough Gala - October 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3d1KvGKMQlE
https://vimeo.com/505562177
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dItwiM_JAdRfJnmcwMzqOx1QnCBwtXD5/view
https://fs7.formsite.com/jbXQQw/General-Inquiries/index.html


THANK YOU, B.E.S.T. DONORS!

Together, we're ensuring students across Tampa Bay have the tools to 
become our future healthcare providers!

Dr. Namiah Wajd
Dr. Nathaniel Evans
Nicki Burleson
Nicole Kelly
Nirel Whitlow
Dr. Odion Binitie
Dr. Olivia Means
Pat Belliamy
Patrick Whitlow
Patrick Burguss
Dr. Phildra Swagger
Phildra Whitlow
Dr. Rebecca Sarlo
Ricardo Kinsey
Roslyn Means
Safee Broxton
Silk Creations
Dr. Stephanie Talton-Williamson
Susan Tan
Susan Vadaparampil 
Dr. Suzette Dean
Syed Ali
Tamara Tibby
Tarah Lawson
Thomas Gordon
Dr. Ukamaka Oruche
Untethered Health, PLLC
Dr. Vaughn Browne
Wanda Fanice
Wayne Green
William Banks
Dr. Willie & Bobbie Harris
Yvette Jones

Ainpuli and Jashti Foundation 
Albert Coleman
Alice Coombs
Anna Valina-Toth
Dr. Anthony Imudia
Ashley Jennings
Dr. Beverly Langford
Carlos Cato
Carol Andrews
Chai Demoulin
Chanel LaRoda
Dr. Cheryl Roberson-Kouadio
Christopher Moyer Sr.
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
Dr. Craig & Christine Myatt
Dr. David Auguste
Deja Roach
Dennis Pottinger
Dr. Dexter & Lisa Frederick
Dr. Emile Commedore
Dr. Brian and Sonja Philpotts
Dr. Eugene Wards
Dr. Gale McDonald
Dr. Irsan Ali
Dr. Jawan Ayer-Cole
Dr. Randall Morgan
Dr. Rebecca Bell
Dr. Roger Duncan
Earl Riley
Atty. Erin Aebel
Dr. Ernestine Woody
Faith Davis
Frank Reddick

Frederic Guerrier
Dr. Haywood Brown
Dr. Henry Lamberton
Herbert White
Hormuz Waida
Ian & Betty Harper
Dr. Iman Washington
Dr. Ingrid Lee-Loy
James Wilson Bridges Med Society
Janet Sprehe
Dr. Juana Royal
Jevon Williams
John Cathcart
Dr. John Kiluk
June Llerena
Karen Perez
Karl A Davis
Dr. Kenneth & Yvette Washington
Kevin Richardson
Larissa Garofola
Laura Cole
Dr. Lee Buddy
Leia Bell
Dr. Leslie Cadet
Lucie Kersaint
Marlo Smith
Atty. Martin Imudia
Maurice & Shirley Dobbins
Michael Bell
Michelle Hue
Misty Audate
Muriel McNeil
Dr. Muthu Velusamy

CORPORATE SPONSORS

• AdventHealth Tampa
• AdventHealth Wesley 

Chapel
• Cardiovascular Institute of 

America
• Florida Medical Clinic
• Helios
• Moffitt Cancer Center
• Pioneer Medical Group
• Reliance Health Network
• Simply Health
• University of South Florida 

Health
• University of Tampa
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